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In this guide we're
going to delve into
non-written sources
you can use in your
historical research.

ARCHITECTURE
OBJECTS

ART
Humans are a creative bunch, and have been producing
artistic pieces for thousands of years. Art comes in many
forms including paintings and sculptures. From Picasso's
Guernica to Michelangelo's Pietà, art can tell us a lot about the
artistic creator as well as the time they were living in.
Guernica was created in 1937 as Picasso's response to the
Spanish Civil War. The bombing of the town of Guernica had
horrified him and was the inspiration for this famous piece.

Sculpture can also tell a story. Pietà by Michelangelo is one of
the most beautiful examples of Christian iconography. It
shows the Virgin Mary cradling the body of Jesus Christ after
his crucifixion. This work is one of the most well known
artistic works from the Italian Renaissance.

AUDIO
Like photographs, audio has also changed the world and how
we record information.
Oral history projects have been developed by many
institutions across the globe; recording accounts of historical
events for perpetuity.
As an example, the University of Leeds Special Collections
hold audio testimonies within the Liddle Collection. This
collection "documents and preserves first-hand accounts of
individuals who experienced the two World Wars. It was started
privately in the early 1970s by the military historian Dr Peter
Liddle".
I have listened to testimonies from this collection relating to
the Hartlepool Bombardment. These audio testimonies were
recorded decades after the bombardment, and gave
survivors the space to discuss their experiences. Hearing eye
witnesses recount their experience of the bombardment was
really moving, and helped me further understand this
historical event that I was researching.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographs have truly changed the world and how we
record history.
Although they only go back to the 19th century, they are a
fantastic resource for modern history researchers.
The oldest surviving photograph is View from the Window at Le
Gras taken by Nicéphore Niépce in the 1820s. This
photograph, although murky and unclear, shows the history
of photography and its development.

Original plate of View from the
Window at Le Gras on display.

Manually enhanced version of View
from the Window at Le Gras.

Photographs show anything and everything from the horrors
of war to Western pop culture. Historical photographs are
often held in archives and museums, with many available to
view online as well.
Please note if you're ever using photographs in your research
to check the copyright.

ARCHITECTURE
Who doesn't love a bit of historical architecture? Places like
Versailles, the Colosseum and the Taj Mahal draw thousands
of visitors every year. Why? Because they are a direct
connection to our past and tell part of humankind's story.
Plus they just look really cool.
These are just particularly notable examples, but historical
architecture is all around us. When I'm walking through
Leeds, I try to make a point of looking up once in a while. You
never know what you might see! One time, I saw the sign for
the long gone Empire Palace Theatre in the brickwork of
Harvey Nicks!
Visiting historical buildings and sites can strongly aid
research, as it's a unique link with the past that you can't get
from a text book.
This photo was taken
when I was halfway
up York Minster over
looking the historic
city of York!

OBJECTS
Now objects has a broad meaning, as the photographs below
will highlight!
Fabergé
Egg

Athenian Coin

Lewis Chessmen

Key places to find historical objects are museums and
heritage houses. Many museums showcase highlights from
their collections online, which is useful if you aren't able to
travel to view an object useful for your research.

THANKS!
I hope you've found this guide helpful as a starting point for
utilising other types of sources alongside written ones in your
research.
If you have any questions about this guide please let me
know by emailing somesourcessay@gmail.com

At Beaumaris Castle, Wales (an example of
using architecture for research!)
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