
TOP 5 TIPS
FOR
HISTORY
STUDENTS

Some Sources Say

ARE YOU DOING A
HISTORY DEGREE?

Want some tips from someone
whose been there to get the most

out of your degree? 
 

Then look no further than this Top
5 Tips for History Students

Booklet... 



Have you started or are in the middle of a history degree? 
 

Firstly - congratulations! Secondly - great choice!
 

A history degree will provide you with transferrable skills that will
help you secure employment after graduation. Key skills gained
from a history degree include: critical reasoning, analytical skills

and ability to undertake independent research. 
 

I graduated from the University of Leeds with a History and
Sociology BA in 2016. Based on my personal experience here's

my top 5 tips for getting the most out of your degree...
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction



Primary sources are essentially contemporary records relating to
historical events, so for example the 1215 Magna Carta is a
primary source. 

You may not have had to use these types of sources much
previously, but at university you've made a jump up to a higher
level of study and it's time to get familiar with these type of
sources.

Find out if your university has an archive, and if so how to access
their records (you can check out my previous booklet Archives for
Beginners if you've never accessed an archive before). 

Primary sources are not just available at archives, but can be found
online and in translated editions in your university library. 

Start using primary sources1.

For instance I used the following text a
lot when researching Catherine de

Medici as it translated primary sources
into English.



Your lecturers are experts in their field and are fountains of
knowledge! 

Most of them will have some kind of open door session where
you can speak to them about upcoming assignments. If you're not
sure how to proceed with an essay or are struggling to find
relevant sources, go and have a chat with them and they should be
able to point you in the right direction. 

Hopefully you'll have supportive lecturers, and ultimately they're
there to help you get the most out of your degree. 

So don't struggle in silence if you're stuck, seek them out and ask
for some guidance. 

2. Speak to your lecturers



This sounds pretty obvious, and it kind of is, but it can be easy to
fall into the trap of picking modules you think you 'should' study
(or where you've heard the lecturer is a generous marker!). 

Most university courses will have some mandatory modules you
have to take, but when it comes to optional modules follow your
interest areas. It doesn't matter if you end up taking 3 modules in
medieval history, if that's what you like then go with it as you'll
get so much more out of it. 

University is all about learning and growth, and if I hadn't gone
with my gut on module choices I would have missed out on some
really interesting modules.

3. Choose topics that interest you



So you had a heavy night and the last thing you want to do is get
the bus to that 9am lecture on historiography, but trust me its
worth it in the long run to attend all your lectures and seminars
where you can. 

Not only will it get you in your tutors good books, but even if it's
not a topic relating to the essay title you've picked out, you will
still learn something new and interesting.

Now that university courses in England are around £9000 a year
(more if you're an international student) you're ultimately paying a
lot for the experience, so get everything out of it that you can. 

4. Attend all your lectures and seminars



The reality is that having a degree isn't enough anymore to secure
employment after graduation, so look for those extra
opportunities to bump up your CV. 

During my time at university I managed to do a 3 year research
scholarship, an internship, volunteering and joined university
societies like Amnesty International. 

All these opportunities allowed me to meet new people, gain
different experiences and improve my skills. 

Your university years will fly by, so get everything out of the
experience that you can. Pick opportunities that interest you and
that you think you'll enjoy. 

5. Look for extra opportunities



I hope you've found this guide helpful, if you have
any further questions or queries about doing a

history degree you can contact me at
somesourcessay@gmail.com 

Questions


