
Some Sources Say
Top 10 Sources



Introduction
I love researching historical people, places and events for

my blog, and I use a mixture of primary and secondary
sources to do this.

 
A primary source is an original document, something that

was written at the time of an event whilst a secondary
source is more removed from an event and offers analysis

and interpretation of events. 
 

So for example the 1605 Monteagle letter that betrayed
the gunpowder plot is a primary source, but a book
written in the 21st century by a historian about the

gunpowder plot is a secondary source.
 

Sometimes it can be difficult to know where to look for
sources, especially if your history blog is a side project

alongside full time work (like me!) 
 

So if you're not sure where to look or don't want to break
the bank buying books, then check out my top 10 sources

for history blogging.



If I'm wanting to find out more about a person who has
played a significant role in British history, then ODNB is
always my first port of call.

It's a fantastic resources, and as it says on their website
"the Dictionary offers concise, up-to-date biographies
written by named, specialist authors". 

It is a subscription service, but you can access it for free
remotely through your local library which is what I do.

This isn't the place to go for really recent scholarship, as
the site was first launched in 2004 so not all the
biographies are recent and you might miss recent
historic discoveries or developments. However, the
biographies are a great synopsis about a historical
person's life and are written by experts.

1. Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography



2. Written In History by
Simon Sebag-Montefiore

Simon Sebag-Montefiore is a British historian and this
book includes transcriptions of famous letters from
historic figures across the world. 

100+ original sources in one book!

I've used letters from this book in lots of different blog
posts. Some of my favourites include the letter Elizabeth
Tudor wrote to her sister Mary I before being sent to the
Tower of London and the letter Michelangelo wrote
complaining about creating the Sistine Chapel ceiling. 

It is available to buy at Waterstones or wherever you get
your books. 



3. Archives
Nothing beats a fun archive visit!

Archives hold original records and you can visit them to
look at these documents. 

Although they might feel a bit intimidating if you've not
visited one before, they are fantastic places to uncover
original records. They are for everyone, not just
academic historians.

There are different types of archives: university,
business, local authority and private.

Most archives will have a website, and that is always the
best place to start to see how to access their services.
If you're not able to visit many offer remote services, or
have digitised some of their collections which you can
view online. 

Here are some examples of great archives I've utilised
before:
West Yorkshire Archive Service
The National Archives  
The University of Leeds Special Collections

https://www.wyjs.org.uk/archive-service/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/1500/special_collections


I imagine this choice of source might surprise you, but
hear me out!

I remember my academic professors at university telling
me not to touch Wikipedia with a bargepole, and for
academic essays this was correct advice. However,
writing a history blog post is a very different enterprise
and Wikipedia does serve a purpose. That purpose
being it's a fantastic introduction to an unfamiliar topic.

 

If I'm exploring something I know nothing about (which is
half the fun of research) it's my go to starting point to
get a flavour of the topic, as you can usually find a
Wikipedia article about anything.

Most articles are referenced, and you can use this as a
starting point to find other resources. As long as you
check references on Wikipedia articles and verify
sources, this can be a great resource to use.

4. Wikipedia



I'm fortunate in that I still have access to my old
university library which holds academic books. However,
I'm not always able to take the time to visit, and my
membership doesn't extend to taking books out to read
at home.

This is where Google Books comes in.

Google Books includes many academic texts and allows
you to read extracts from them.

It's not a perfect system, as after all you can't read the
whole thing, but it's free and easy to access which is
great. 

Also I've found if I'm using other resources then these 
 snippets can be enough for what I need to write my
blog posts. 

5. Google Books



This is a resource I'm intending to utilise much more
going forward since discovering it.

The British Library have digitised some of their records
including maps, topographical prints and manuscripts,
which you can look at on their website.

This is a free, easily accessible resource and it's great to
be able to see original records for yourself in the
comfort of your own home (although every time I go on
their website it makes me wish I could read Latin for the
medieval manuscripts!) 

6. British Library Digital
Collections

https://www.bl.uk/catalogues-and-collections/digital-collections


My Oma gave me a copy of The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles
that was translated and collated by Anne Savage years
ago, and it covers from the time of Julius Caesar to the
coronation of Henry II .

It was created by monks in the reign of King Alfred the
Great and "catalogues a thousand years of history".

This is a fantastic primary source covering early English
history, and there are different transcribed versions
available to buy online or check out at your nearest
library.

7. The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicles



Are you interested in your area's local history? Then
check out the local library! Chances are they have a ton
of resources to assist you in your research like copies of
local newspapers and photographs. 

My local library is Leeds Central Library which has a local
and family history department full of resources about
Leeds. I utilised this department a lot during my
university studies, and it's come in handy since then
when I was researching Leeds for Local History Month in
May 2020. 

Most local libraries have a website so check out yours
today and see what kind of material they hold.

8. Local Libraries

In the Leeds Local and Family History Library 2016



England's Queens by Elizabeth Norton
Game of Queens by Sarah Gristwood
Queens of the Conquest by Alison Weir

If there is a topic you regularly revisit in your blog, then
it's worth investing in different secondary sources that
you can use again and again for different blog posts. I
refer to these as my reference books and they live
happily on my bookshelf ready to be called to duty at
any time. 

As an example I really enjoy women's history and
queenship so I have the following reference books that I
re-use regularly:

I can't afford to buy new books for each history blog
post I write, so by buying books related to topics I
regularly revisit these books become investments in my
history blog.

9. Reference Books



Not all your sources have to be written. Historical
documentaries are usually meticulously researched and
led by a historian in the field, making them a fun
resource to utilise for your history blog.

Documentaries can be free to access on a number of
platforms, although I usually like to go to BBC iPlayer as
a first port of call as they have a history documentary
section. 

Some interesting ones I've watched in the past include
Secrets of Great British Castles with Dan Jones and
1066: A Year to Conquer England with Dan Snow. 

10. Documentaries  



Any questions about finding and
using historical sources feel free

to contact me at:
somesourcessay@gmail.com

 
 


